PRESIDENCY TOWNS
more recent reconstitution of the Province of Bengal In Bombay there has always been a large deliberative body, with a smaller managing council, while the entire executive power has vested in the municipal commissioner,, who is nominated by, and is in close touch with, the Government. In Calcutta the executive power was until recently vested in what was considered an unwieldy body by those who applied the shears in 1899. After the advent of the plague ten years ago, a separate body, called the Bombay Improvement Trust, has been called into existence, which exercises powers, independently of the Corporation's control, for carrying out gigantic schemes of public improvement, such as the sweeping away of overcrowded areas, the widening of streets, and the provision of sanitary buildings for the mill hands, while the aesthetic side of a town's responsibilities was not lost sight of for a city which prides itself on the title of Bombay the Beautiful This great scheme was due to the enthusiasm and practical sagacity of Lord Sandhurst, just as the great Calcutta Improvement Scheme, which has not yet emerged from the incubatory stages, is due to the marvellous energy of Lord Curzon. In the city of Madras the elective principle was introduced in 1878, and though little of dramatic or popular interest has been heard of in the recent administration of the oldest Presidency town of
British India, the legislators, administrators, and
p